
A bee-centric plant list for Southwestern Indiana 

Herbaceous Plants

Nodding Onion                           
Allium cernuum

Anise Hyssop                         
Agastache foeniculum

Eastern Bluestar                     
Amsonia tabernaemontana 

Eastern Columbine             
Aquilegia canadensis

Marsh Milkweed                  
Asclepias incarnata

Butterflyweed                      
Asclepias tuberosa

False Indigo                             
Baptisia australis

Yellow False Indigo             
Baptisia sphaerocarpa

Downy Woodmint                 

Blephilia ciliata   

False Aster                              
Boltonia astroides

Poppy Mallow                         
Callirhoe involucrata

White Turtlehead                    
Chleone glabra

Pink Turtlehead                     
Chleone obliqua

 Tall Coreopsis                        
Coreopsis tripteris

Whorled Tickseed                   
Coreopsis verticilata

Lance-leaved Coreopsis   
Coreopsis lanceolata

Pale Coneflower                    
Echinacea pallida

Purple Coneflower                      
Echinacea purpurea  

Rattlesnake Master               
Eryungium yuccifolium

Joe-Pye-Weed                         
Euctrochium fistulosum

Queen of the Prairie                    
Filipendula rubra

Cranesbill                                       
Geranium maculatum

Swamp Sunflower                      
Helianthus angustifolius

Woodland Sunflower              
Helianthus divaricatus

Western Sunflower              
Helianthus occidentalis

Smooth Oxeye                       
Heliopsis helianthoides

Rosemallow                              
Hibiscus moscheutos

Alumroot                               
Heuchera villosa

Dwarf Crested Iris                           
Iris cristata

Southern Blueflag                          
Iris virginiana

Prairie Blazing Star                    
Liatris pycnostachya

Dense Blazing Star                     
Liatris spicata

Cardinal flower                            
Lobelia cardinalis

Great Blue Lobelia                  
Lobelia siphilitica 

Virginia Bluebells                  
Mertensia virginica 

Beebalm                                  
Monarda bradburniana

Wild Bergamot                         
Monarda fistulosa                                    

Wild Quinine                                  
Parthenium intergifolium

Beardtongue                          
Penstemon digitalis 

Woodland Phlox                           
Phlox divaricata                          

Garden Phlox                                
Phlox paniculata

Obedient Plant                                     
Physostegia virginiana

Virginia Mountain Mint       
Pycnanthenum virginianum

Clustered Mountain Mint  
Pycnanthemun muticum

Orange Coneflower               
Rudbeckia fulgida

Missouri Coneflower                    
Rudbeckia missouriensis

Sweet Coneflower                                  
Rudbeckia subtomentosa

Harry Wild Petunia                   
Ruellia humilis

Lyre-Leaf Sage                               
Salvia lyrata

Wild Senna                                  
Senna marilandica

Royal Catchfly                             
Silene regia

Prairie Dock                             
Silphium teribinthinaceum

Wrinkle-leaf Goldenrod                  
Solidago rugosa

Autumn Goldenrod                      
Solidago sphacelata

New York Aster             
Symphyotrichium novae-angliae

Aromatic Aster               
Symphyotrichium oblongifolium

Ohio Spiderwort           
Tradescantia ohiensis        

Smooth Ironweed                          
Vernonia fasciculata

Missouri Ironweed                  
Vernonia missurica 

Culver’s Root                              
Veronicastrum virginicum

Bird’s Foot Violet                         
Viola pedata

Golden Alexanders                       
Zizia aurea



Non-native plants 
for pollinators

Hollyhocks, Alcea spp.

Flowering Onions, Allium spp. 

Squashes, Cucurbita spp.      

Fennel, Foeniculum vulgare  

Common Sunflower, Helianthus 
annuus

Lavenders, Lavandula spp.

Mints, Mentha spp. 

Catmints, Nepeta spp.

Oreganos, Origanum spp. 

Parsley, Petroselinum sp. 

Sages, Salvia spp. 

Stonecrops, Sedum spp. 

Mexican Sunflower, Tithonia 
rotundifolia

Speedwell,  Veronica spicata

Zinnia, Zinnia elegans

Sedge and Grass 
Companion Plants

Common Wood Sedge                  
Carex blanda

Pennsylvania Sedge                      
Carex pensylvanica

Palm Sedge                                       
Carex muskingumensis

Eastern Star Sedge                        
Carex radiata

Switchgrass                                            
Panicum virgatum

Little Bluestem                     
Schizachyrium scoparium           

Prairie Dropseed                
Sporobolus heterolepis

Herbaceous Vines

Groundnut                                        
Apios americana

Maypop                                     
Passiflora incarnata 

Woody Vines

Wooly Pipevine               
Aristolochia tomentosa

Crossvine                                
Bignonia capreolata

Coral Honeysuckle              
Lonicera sempervirens

American Wisteria                  
Wisteria frutescens

Shrubs

False Indigo                           
Amorpha fruticosa

Red Chokecherry                      
Aronia arbutifolia

Black Chokecherry                  
Aronia melanocarpa

New Jersey Tea               
Ceonanthus americanus

Buttonbush                    
Cephalanthus occidentalis

Sweet Pepperbush                 
Clethra anlifolia

Gray Dogwood                            
Cornus racemosa

Vernal Witch Hazel                 
Hamamelis vernalis

Common Witch Hazel         
Hamamelis virginiana

Smooth Hydrangea        
Hydrangea arborescens

Oakleaf Hydrangea          
Hydrangea quercifolia 

Golden St. John’s Wort 
Hypericum frondosum

Shrubby St. John’s Wort 
Hypericum prolficum 

Inkberry                                              
Ilex glabra

Winterberry                                      
Ilex verticilata

Sweetspire                                      
Itea virginica

Spicebush                                
Lindera benzoin

Ninebark                           
Physocarpus opulifolius

Fragrant Sumac                             
Rhus aromatica

Pasture Rose                                  
Rosa carolina

Purple Flowering Raspberry 
Rubus odoratus

Pussywillow                                    
Salix discolor

Streambank Willow                      
Salix interior

Elderberry                          
Sambucus canadensis

Highbush Blueberry          
Vaccinium corymbosum

Mapleleaf Viburnum          
Viburnum acerfiolium

Nannyberry                               
Viburnum dentatum

Arrowwood Viburnum              
Viburnum lentago

Small Trees

Downy Serviceberry              
Amelanchier arborea

Allegheny Serviceberry        
Amelanchier laevis 

Eastern Redbud                             
Cercis canadensis

Flowering Dogwood                                 
Cornus florida

Roughleaf Dogwood                                
Cornus drumondii

Cockspur Hawthorn                        
Crataegus crus gal

Washington Hawthorn                       
Crataegus phaenopyrum

Pollinators are keystone 
species in essentially every 
terrestrial ecosystem on 
earth, assisting in plant 
reproduction and 
supporting other species of 
wildlife. Pollinators touch 
our lives in numerous ways 
each day, including being 
responsible for 
approximately one third of 
the food and drink we 
consume. 

Green Hawthorn                      
Crateagus viridis

Carolina Silverbell                 
Halesia carolina

Possumhaw                                                    
Ilex decidua

Crabapple                                             
Malus coronaria

Goose Plum                                        
Prunus hortulana

Virginia Bird Cherry                 
Prunus virginiana

Black Haw                              
Viburnum prunifolium

Larger Trees

Red Maple                                               
Acer rubrum

Sugar Maple                                             
Acer saccharum

Yellowwood                                  
Cladrastis lutea 

American Holly                                         
Ilex opaca 

Tuliptree                                            
Liriodendron tulipfera

Cucumber Magnolia                             
Magnolia acuminata

Sweetbay Magnolia                                 
Magnolia virginiana

Black Gum                                                
Nyssa sylvatica

Black Cherry                                              
Prunus serotina

American Basswood                            
Tillia americana   


